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W. H. FLOWER.-Mode of Preserving the Dead. 389 
Subsequently, after the skeleton had been photographed, more of 
the chalk was removed, and then the blocks in front were 
rendered more conspicuous. 
As regards the composition of the red seams, Dr. Kelly 
analysed some of the material from above the skeleton, and also 
part of the browner earth from the level bed on which it lay. 
He obtained alumina and much oxide of iron from both sample8. 
There was least chalk in the clay from beneath the skeleton. 
Some pieces of stags' horn found on the north side at the same 
level as the flint chips on the opposite side of the shaft were un- 
doubtedly charred. 
The photograph has been mounted upside down. The face 
should look to the right, as in the drawing. 
Illustrations of the MODE of preserving the DEAD in DARNLEY 
ISLAND and in SOUTH AUSTRALIA. By WILLIAM HENRY 
FLOWER, LL.D., F.R.S., V.P.A.I., &c. 
THE Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons has lately 
acquired a dried body of a man, fastened to a kind of hurdle or 
framework of wood, brought in 1872 from Darnley Island or 
Erroob in Torres Strait, by Mr. Charles Lemaistre, Captain of 
the French barque " Victorine." According to the statement of 
Mr. Lemaistre, "the mummy was found in its gra-ve, which 
consisted of a high straw and bamboo hut of a round form; it 
was not lying down, but standing up on the stretcher. Round it 
and on the ground were some broken shells, bones of fishes., and 
a few human skulls." 
The framework, or stretcher, is composea of two nearly parallel 
pieces of cylindrical branches of a tree with the bark on, each 
6 feet in length, and about an inch and a-half in diameter, fixed 
at a distance of from 16 to 18 inches apart, by ten cross pieces 
of similar wood of smaller calibre, bound to the longitudinal 
lateral pieces by cord of native manufacture, formed of plaited 
grass or other vegetable fibre. The disposition of these pieces in 
relation to the longitudinal pieces and to the body is seen in the 
accompanying photagraph (P1. XI). At each end there are 
two pieces, one in front of, and one behind the longitudinal 
bars, as if for greater security. The rest are all tied on to the 
front side or that to which the body is attached. All these 
pieces of wood are smoothly cut at the ends, as if with a saw. 
The body has evidently been fastened on to this frame, and 
placed in the upright position while it was fresh, and before 
drying. The principal points of suspension have been the 
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390 W. H. FLOWER.-Illustrations of the, 
cords which pass under the axille and are tied to the upper 
cross bars. By these the shoulders are drawn up, the head 
being sunk between them, and inclined slightly to the right 
side. The arms are placed in a straight position by the sides of 
the body, with the dorsal surface of the hands forwards, and 
secured at the wrists to one of the cross bars. The legs are also 
secured just below the knees to another cross bar, and the feet 
iest upon, and are tied to, the lowest of the transverse sticks. 
The body is not fastened anywlhere except at the four points 
mentioned, the shoulders, wrists, knees, and feet. 
The body measured about 5 feet 2 inches from vertex to 
heel; the head being sunk as mentioned above, between the 
shoulders.* It was perfectly desiccated, and in some parts, as 
the thighs and feet, the dried skin and soft tissues had perished 
in consequence of the attacks of insects or from injuries it had 
received in its various journeyings before it came into posses- 
sion of the College. The bones of the feet were nearly bare, 
and unfortunately some of the phalanges of the toes were lost. 
Some of the front teeth had also dropped out, otherwise the 
skeleton is perfect. 
Suspended in front of the pubic region, was a piece of the shell 
of the great Indian Volute (Melo indica) rudely fashioned into the 
shape of a heraldic shield, 71 inches in length, and 4 inches in 
width at the broadest part. The upper (broad) end of this is 
ornamented by four transverse incised lines, about a quarter of 
an inch apart, between each of which is a row of circular pits, 
made apparently with the point of some drilling instrument. 
There are about seventeen of these in each row, but they are 
not very regularly placed, either as to distance or linear 
arrangement. Besides these, there are nine circular holes of 
larger size, bored probably by the same instrument, quite 
through the thickness of the shell, This is the shield which is 
worn by the Erroob warriors in battle in the situation of the 
fig-leaf of the sculptor. 
The skin was everywhere hard and tough, as if it had been 
subjected to some tanning process, and was covered with a 
reddish pigment, especially conspicuous on the face and 
abdomen. Chemical analysis showed that iron was the basis 
of the colouring matter. There was not a vestige of hair upon 
any part of the surface, all having probably fallen out in the 
natural process of decay. The hair appears to have been on 
the scalp at the time of preparation, as the red colour extends 
up the face only as far as the skin would be bare, and the upper 
part of the head is black, forming a marked contrast to the rest 
of the skin. The same condition is to be observed in other 
* The height of the articulated skeleton is 5 feet 4 inches. 
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similarly prepared mummied heads from the same locality, and 
may be attributed to the fact that the hairy covering, though 
it may subsequently fall off, protects the scalp from the action 
of the red preparation with which the skin is besmeared. 
The sockets of the eyes were filled with a dark brown sub- 
stance, apparently a vegetable gum like gutta-percha, as it 
softens with heat and burns with a smoky flame. In this was 
embedded a narrow oval piece of mother-of-pearl, pointed at 
each end, in the centre of the anterior surface of which is fixed 
a round mass of the same resinous substance, representing the 
pupil of the eye. On close examination, it was found that the 
eyeballs and other contents of the orbits had not been removed, 
but that the artificial representatives of the eyes had been 
placed over the sunken lids. Both nostrils had been distended 
by some substance placed within them, but now removed. The 
lips had not been fastened together, but had widely retracted, 
thus unfortunately allowing of the loss of some of the incisor 
teeth spoken of before. The lower jaw had however been 
secured from falling down by a strong plaited cord, like that 
used in constructing the supporting frame, which had been 
passed beneath the lips and skin close to the bone, through the 
right nasal cavity, passing out behind at the posterior nares, and 
round the ramus of the mandible, and secured by a knot in 
front. This was probably done after the tongue, hyoid, and 
larynx had all been removed through the mouth, as no remains 
of these parts were found. The brain cannot have been re- 
moved, for the walls of the orbits and nasal chambers were 
intact, and it would not seem possible to extract it through the 
foramen magnum without greater external damage than- t,he body 
had sustained. 
In the right flank was a longitudinal incision, 31 inches in 
length, extending between the last rib and the crest of the ileum.* 
This had been very neatly closed by what is called in surgery the 
interrupted suture, seven separate ligatures being placed upon 
it. Through this, it was evident, the whole of the pelvic, 
abdominal, and thoracic viscera had been removed, as no vestige 
of them remained in the body, and their place was occupied by 
four pieces of very soft wood, roughly split from the interior of 
some endogenous tree, each being from 12 to 15 inches long. 
Except the wound in the flank, there was no other opening or 
injury to the skin. 
Having taken this description and a photograph of the 
mummied body, I have had the skeleton, which is that of a 
* The ancient Egyptians, as is well known, removed the viscera from the 
bodies about to be preserved as mummies, through an incision in the same 
situation, but on the left side. 
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powerful muscular man in the prime of life, prepared for the 
osteological series of the Museum of the College of Surgeons, 
and the framework, cord, and shield will be deposited in the 
Christy collection of the British Museum. 
Heads of bodies prepared in a similar manner from Darnley 
Island are to be seen both in the Museum of the College and in 
the British Museum, but I am not aware that any entire body 
has been previously brought to Europe; though it is \probable 
that the custom of preserving the dead in this fashion is common 
in the Island. 
Jukes relates* that on one of his visits, "under some trees 
outside the fencing, were sitting two old women, one of whom 
was Seewai's wife, the other Keouck's. The latter had on her 
lap the body of a child, a few months old, and which seemed to 
have been dead some time. It was stretched out on a frame- 
work of sticks, and smeared over with a thick red pigment, 
which dressing she was now renewing. It was much shrunk, with 
the skin hanging in loose folds, but had no other appearance of 
decomposition. As soon as she had smeared it all over, she 
hung it up behind her in the shade of a bush, talking and 
laughing quite unconcernedly. Keouck said it was his 'pic- 
caninny.' The two women had their heads closely shaven and 
smeared, as well as their faces, with a white pigment, but had 
no other sign of mourning about them." 
Macgillivrayt says: " The natives always objected to show to 
me the inside of their huts, many of which we knew were used 
as dead-houses. . . Several human skulls were brought 
down for sale, also a little shrivelled mummy of a child. Some 
of the former had the skin quite perfect, the nose artificially 
restored in clay, mixed with a resinous substance, and the orbits 
occupied by a diamond-shaped piece of mother-of-pearl, with a 
black central mark." 
On making inquiries regarding this custom from Signor 
D'Albertis, who has been in Darnley Island more recently than 
either of the travellers quoted above, he told me that a woman 
there asked him if he would like to see her husband. On his 
assenting, she conducted him into her house, where, to his 
surprise, he found the man, dried and painted, and placed in the 
upright position exactly like the specimen described above. 
Before leaving the subject of Darnley Island mummies, it may 
be worth mentioning that in the British Museum is a very 
* "Narrative of the Surveying Voyage of H.M.S. 'Fly,' commanded bv Captain 
F. P. Blackwood, R.N., in Torres Strait, &c., during the years 1842-46 " (1847), 
p. 246. 
t " Narrative of the Voyage of H.M.S. ' Rattlesnake,' commanded by the late 
Captain Owen Stanley, R.N., during the years 1846-50 " (1852), p. 48. 
This content downloaded from 185.2.32.121 on Sat, 14 Jun 2014 07:31:58 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions
Jrournal Aiithropological Institute. Vol. VIII., Plate XII. 
W-_ 
1.0...... 
.: ......................... ..M,..,. 
;w P -- 
_~~ 
. .. 
.. . .~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
r ~ ~ ~ ~~~~ASRLA MUM RMAEA6r 
This content downloaded from 185.2.32.121 on Sat, 14 Jun 2014 07:31:58 AM
All use subject to JSTOR Terms and Conditions
Mode of Preserving the Dead. 393 
remarkable microcephalic head from that locality, which has 
been preserved in the usual manner, though the skin is now 
nearly all stripped off it, so that its characters can be well seen. 
It is entered in the catalogue as the head of an "idiot," though 
whether this is an inference from its extremely small size, or 
whether a statement of the knowu character of the individual 
while living, I cannot say. It belonged to a young person 
apparently of the male sex, and from sixteen to eighteen years 
of age, as the basilar suture is not united, but all the permanent 
teeth are in place, except the third molars, which were on the 
point of eruption. The circumference of the cranium is 422 
millim., the length 152, the breadth 110, the height 116, and 
the capacity only 830 cubic centimetres. The average capacity 
of seven normal Torres Strait Islanders in the College of 
Surgeons' Museum is 1320, the smallest being 1225. 
The second illustration of modes of preserving the dead 
among barbarous people, which I have to bring before the 
Institute this evening, is a dried mummy of an adult male 
Australian from the neighbourhood of Adelaide, which was 
presented to the Museum of the Royal College of Surgeons in 
1845,, by Sir George Grey, at that time Governor of South 
Australia. It is described on a label attached to it, as " one of 
a tribe in which the practice exists of drying the corpse and 
preserving it above ground." As the skeleton will form a more 
instructive specimen when the dried and decaying integuments 
are removed, I have had it cleaned, but before doing so a 
photograph was taken of the body (Pl. XII), and such observa- 
tions upon the mode of preservation and preparation as its 
condition permitted of were made. 
The attitude was very peculiar, the limbs being trussed up 
closely to the sides, in a position impossible for the living body 
to assume, and the head was thrown back. The thighs were 
forcibly bent upwards by the sides of the body, so that the knees 
were placed behind the shoulders; the legs were tightly flexed 
on the thighs, the heels being close to the hip-joints; the fore- 
arms were crossed in front of the lower part of the abdomen, each 
hand resting on the foot of the, opposite side. A broad bandage 
of netting of native manufatcture, was fastened horizontally round 
the middle of the body, to retain the limbs in this position. 
The surface of the skin was of a dark reddish colour, having 
apparently been covered with red ochre, as in the case of the 
Darnley Island mummy. Though the hair of the scalp had 
nearly all disappeared, some still remained on parts of the arms, 
limbs, and trunk, specimens of which have been preserved for 
microscopic examination. 
The mouth was stuffed with emu's feathers, and the lips were 
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tightly sewn up by continuous suture, the end of the string used 
hanging down from the left corner, and having some emu's feathers 
twisted into it, forming a sort of tassel, depending on to the 
chest, as seen in the photograph; the nostrils were also sewn 
up. The tongue, larynx, &c. had not been interfered with, and 
the hyoid bone was in situ. The thoracic and abdominal 
viscera had apparently not been removed or disturbed, as their 
dried remains were found in their respective cavities; but decay 
and insects had caused so much destruction to these parts that 
their condition could not be satisfactorily ascertained. No 
artificial opening could be seen in the abdominal walls, but the 
anus had been sewn up, and as if with the greatest care to close 
all the natural apertures of the body, the prepuce, drawn down 
beyond the glans, had a cord tied tightly round it.* 
It will thus be seen that even among so rude a people as the 
aboriginal Australians, some pains had been taken in carrying 
out what was considered the decent and orderly disposal of 
their dead, although the art displayed on the occasion was 
inferior to that exhibited by the more civilised Papuans of 
Darnley Island. 
DISoTJssiox. 
Mr. HYDE CLARKE urged the importance of Professor Flower's 
demonstrations in reference to their bearing on the connection of 
the Australian populations with those of the main continents, and 
in the influence exerted in Australasia at a former time by a more 
highly cultivated race. This, to his mind, was the explanation of 
the relations of the higher culture, whether with regard to language, 
marriage and kindred, weapon names, or modes of culture, such as 
the mummies now described, the modes of incision and form of 
burial. He did not consider these institutions, as some great 
authorities did, indigenous in Australia or as necessary proofs of 
the community of a black race. He thought the consideration of 
the whole of the phenomena was adverse to such a conclusion. The 
Peruvian mummies, he believed, belonged to a later race than the 
blj4k. The mummy in a contracted form, he would suggest, was 
the substitute for the burial of the owner in a contracted position 
under the hearth of his own house, and had the same relation to 
* Compare the description of funeral rites in R. Brough Smyth's "Aborigines 
of Victoria " (1878) where Mr. H. E. Meyer, speaking of the Encounter Bay tribe 
in South Australia, says: " The person who sews up the apertures of the corpse 
runs some risk if he does not provide himself with a good string ; as if the string 
should break, it is attributed to the displeasure of the deceased, who is supposed 
to make known in this manner that he has been charmed by him; also if the 
small quill used as a needle should not be sufficiently sharp to penetrate the flesh 
easily, the slightest movement caused by pressing the blunt point into the flesh 
is supposed to be spontaneous motion of the corpse, and to indicate that the 
sewer is the guilty person " (Vol. i, p. 113). 
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ancestor worship. He appealed to Mr. Park Harrison for support 
as to the sacred character of the red colour, its symbolic applica- 
tions for man and in the shape of the red hand, diffused in America 
and the Old World. He observed that according to his own in- 
vestigations the weapon names of Australia were not peculiar, but 
belonged to the general class. He stated that the Myfoar and 
Motu languages of New Gainea belonged to the epoch of early 
culture, another point in reference to the precedence of a higher 
race, as did the grammatical and other phenomena of the Australian 
languages. 
JANUARY 21ST, 1879. 
JOHN EVANS, Esq., D.C.L., F.R.S., President, in the Chair. 
The minutes of the previous meeting were read and con- 
firmed. 
The following presents were announced and thanks were 
ordered to be returned to the respective donors for the same:- 
FOR THE LIBRARY. 
From the AssocIATIoN.-Report of the British Association, 1877, 
Plymouth. 
From the EDIroR.-Materiaux pour l'Histoire de l'Homme, Nos. 
6-10, 1878. 
From the Editor.-Revue d'Hygiene et de Police Sanitaire, No. 1, 
1879. 
From Dr. PAUL BROCA.-Revue d'Anthropologie. Vol. II, No. 1, 
1879. 
From the SOCIETY.-Journal of the Asiatic Society of Bengal. Vol. 
XLVII, Part 1, Nos. 2 and 3; Part 2, No. 3. Proceedings 
ditto, Nos. 1, 8, and 10. 
From the EDITOR.-Revue Scientifique, Nos. 28 and 29, 1879. 
From the EDITOR.-Revue Internationale des Sciences. No. 1, 
January, 1879. 
From the EDITOR.-" Nature " (to date). 
Mr. E. W. Brabrook read a communication, by M. le Dr. 
Paul Topinard, Prof. a l'Ecole d'Anthropologie de Paris, Hon. 
M.A.I., ' On Resemblances between a Galtcha and a Savoyard 
Skull." This will appear in a future number. 
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